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A world away from
Mickey Mouse

|
The small town of Crécy-La-Chapelle is an unassuming medieval delight -
five miles and centuries away from Disneyland. By Annabel Simms
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Paris: a medieval
town guarded by
moats, towers and drawbridges

where life is lived at a gentler,
provincial pace.

Everyone knows that Brie cheese
comes from France. But few people
would associate it with Disneyland,
Paris, which is in the Brie region, 27
miles east of Paris. Fewer still have
heard of Crécy-la-Chapelle, a small
town a stone’s throw from Disney-
land, which might as well be on an-
other planet.
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est railway station - Crécy-la- airports to Paris are Prestwick near Glasgow to children play in the sandpit, a youth
Chapelle - and found thatIcouldget | entertainingly low. Paris Beauvais on 19 November, cycling past who calls out “Bonjour,
there from Paris in less than an hour, For specimen fares, the minimum fare £70 return plus Madame” - all these things culmi-

nate in a deep breath as, fresh from

walk to the church a mileaway and | following airlines were called £8 for the bus into Paris.
Paris, I start to adjust to the scale

be back in Paris the same afternoon. | and asked for quotes departing The lowest fare on Eurostar

The prospect of a country walkwas | the UK on 16 October and (0345 303030) from London and the spirit of the place, b
a major attraction, as the town itself | returning 19 October. British Waterloo or Ashford to Paris Out of curiosity, I once followed
only rates six lines in Michelin. Inthe | Midland (0345 554554) from Gare du Nord is £89 if you book the outer moat in the cz_m_.g,
event, I was so charmed by Crécy | Heathrow (£79.50); Air France a week in advance and stay and discovered that the supermar
that I went back - and then went | (0181-742 6600) from away a Saturday night. Note, ket car park is next to it, Ten

further on, the moat had become a

back again. The little townislikean | Birmingham (£136.30); British though, if you book a package
country stream, with a lejs

onion, revealing endless layers of | Airways (0345 222111) from through Eurostar Holidays

meaning about life in provincial | Manchester (£90.50). Direct (0870 167 67 67) you get a game of boules going on in |
France, past and present, beneath Debonair (0541 500 300) will  free upgrade to first class (see meadow beside it. Aman saf Medieval high-rise in Crécy-la-Chapelle Annabel Simms
its apparent simplicity. fly from Luton to “Paris Bargain of the Week, below). from a weir across the stre

This simplicity - of shape, size | Express” airport at Cergy- From Gare du Nord, where and finally to the church within the  the squinting was that the church And it helps to )

and architecture ~ is one of its | Pontoise from 16 November, and Eurostar trains arrive, it is a
most obvious and satisfying fea- | promises a lowest flexible fare  short walk to Gare de I'Est,
tures. The whole town isn't much | of £90 return. Ryanair (0541569  whence trains for Crécy depart.

inner moat and the river beyond.  was locked and the lady in the eral reactions of
As for the more famous parish tourist office (a mile away andnow People greet you as yo
church which I had come to see, it closed) had neglected to point out along the moats; an waves

EM“M than :o HW&U‘!& _lnoﬂoiE. was probably ic3~= the iﬂ:r 1 me :M: she, and she alone, had the key.  from her window, w sing
a rence, silt inside bably because I was reduced to I discovered this useful fact from a  you are being watched, you look up
a bend of the Grand Morin river,a  turning it into a medieval French ing goods which were unloaded at i | wﬂnszwr through the keyhole to sympathetic passerby. Everyone and smile at her. The touching as
tributary of the Marne, and in the version of Venice - without the itsvarious quays. But they have not  leads to a tower here, a appreciate the interior of what the  in Creécy knows everyone else - sumption is that you must be visit
Middle Ages, the river was extend-  crowds. Like Venice, its canals orig- turned the town into a living mu- there, a tiny public 0, & mes touristbrochure calls a “monument  and their business, It's a pattern of  ing friends or relatives in the town.
ed to form not one, but three moats,  inally served a commercial purpose, seum. Only seven of the circular  dieval wash-house (lq admirable du XIII et XV siécles du living that takes little account of Why else would you be there? Why
completely enclosing the | j ng Crécy to river c carry- sﬁu“ﬂg once protected the century short cut to plus pur gothique”. The reason for  international tourism, thank God. else, indeed?
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